
THE CURRENT LAW

TEXAS SCHOOLS RELY  HEAVILY ON COURT INTERVENTION

80% of students 
sent to court for 
truancy are low income 
and least able to pay 
the fines imposed by 
the court.

Students are charged with a 
misdemeanor for Failure to 

Attend School, which carries up 
to a $500 fine plus court costs. 
Failure to comply can lead to 

arrest and 
incarceration.

These courts lack the 
protections 

of juvenile courts, such 
as appointment of 

counsel. 

Only one 
otheR state 

allows children to be sent to 
adult criminal court for 

truancy. 

HELPING STUDENTS SHOULDN’T REQUIRE 
A DATE IN ADULT COURT 

WYOMING

Approximately 115,000 Failure to Attend School cases were filed 
against Texas students in 2013. 

That’s more than double The number of Truancy Cases Filed 
 In all other states combined.

Texas

Many school districts attempt no meaningful interventions with 
truant students before referring them to court.

Reported Truancy 
Cases Filed

THESE LAWS HURT STUDENTS

Truancy most often results from a 
combination of personal, family and 
school issues.  

Most kids do not simply 
skip school.

Enrollment

Courts lack the expertise 
and ability to effectively 
address the
underlying causes of 
truancy. 

African American, Latino, and 
special education students are 
disproportionately sent to 
court for truancy. 

Research shows court 
involvement increases a 
student’s likelihood of 
dropping out and 
entering the juvenile 
justice system.
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end the practice 
of treating 
truancy as a 
criminal offense. 

Ensure Court 
referrals ARE 
discretionary 
after ten absences. 
Schools should not be 
required to send a 
student to court after 
a certain number of 
absences.

Prohibit court 
referrals for 
students who have 

only three 
unexcused 
absences.

Ensure unexcused 
absences trigger 

meaningful, 
graduated school-
based interventions, 
with court referral used 
only as a last resort.

SUPPORT TRUANCY POLICIES THAT KEEP 
KIDS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF COURT

Forced Dropout: An Unacceptable 
Response to Truancy

LEGISLATORS SHOULD: 

Texas law allows judges to order students who are 16 
or older and charged with Failure to Attend School to 
drop out of school and take the GED.

Over a three year period, 
6,423 students 
who were ordered to drop out and 
take the GED, failed the test—a 
number likely to grow given 
overall declines in GED passage 
rates from about 74% in 2013 to 
51% in 2014.

When a student accumulates 
unexcused absences, school-based 
interventions should be initiated, 
such as attendance improvement 
contracts and regular check-in 
meetings with students and parents. 

If absences continue, interventions 
should intensify. This may include 

evaluating a student for special 
education services or disability 

accommodations, and/or referring 
the student to counseling, mentoring 

or substance abuse treatment.

SCHOOLS SHOULD IMPLEMENT GRADUATED INTERVENTIONS

If a student does not attend school 
despite these interventions, he or 
she may be referred to court—but 
only as a last resort.
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nearly $52 million ANNUALLY.

Forcing these students to drop out translated 
into an estimated total cost to the state of 
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