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My name is Addison Coulter, here to represent Texas Appleseed, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
organization that works at the intersection of policy, advocacy, and the law to improve the lives
of all Texans. Thank you to the Board and Superintendent for this opportunity to speak. I am
here to discuss how Austin ISD has an opportunity to decrease economic and racial segregation
as it goes through the painful process of school consolidation and redrawing of attendance
Zones.

Districts across the state are facing school consolidations and boundary changes. My research
shows that in the last three academic years, 131 schools have closed in 36 districts across the
state, with as many as 60 more schools slated for closures in 13 additional districts. Austin ISD
is just one of many districts forced to make drastic changes due to a lack of state funding and
declining enrollment.

Even as the City of Austin has grown, the number of school-age children in the city has not.
Combined with expanding charter schools and the potential for losing more students to recently
enacted Education Savings Accounts, it is clear that AISD faces challenges in student enrollment
that are beyond its control. Meanwhile, the Basic Allotment set by the state for school funding
has failed to keep pace with inflation for at least 6 years.

However, the segregation of AISD schools is within its control. Closing schools without
addressing persistent segregation by race and economic status will just set schools up for failure.
We measured the index of dissimilarity for AISD, which quantifies how evenly groups are
distributed across schools. Scores at 60% or above suggest very high segregation according to
most researchers.' In 2024—25, Austin ISD’s Black—white segregation measured 59.1%,
Hispanic—white segregation 57.1%, and economic disadvantage segregation measured 61.9%.
This means that approximately 60% of the groups measured would have to change schools to
evenly distribute these populations. These figures reflect persistently high levels of segregation.?

My colleague Brennan Griffin can further discuss why this is important.
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My name is Brennan Griffin, Senior Deputy Director of Texas Appleseed. Thanks again to the
Trustees and the Superintendent for this opportunity to speak on an important issue.

The benefits of school integration are widespread and well studied. I can provide multiple
citations, but in summary, students in socioeconomically and racially diverse schools have
stronger outcomes than students in schools with concentrated poverty.”? The academic and
cognitive benefits of integration include higher average test scores,* increased likelihood of
enrolling in postsecondary education,’ and a decreased likelihood of drop-out,® while reducing
racial academic achievement gaps.” Integration has also been shown to encourage critical
thinking, problem-solving, and creativity in all students.®

Through Texas Appleseed, I am an advocate for safe, effective, and accountable schools for all
students. As an Austin native who attended AISD schools, I benefited from a prior generation of
integration efforts, attending magnet schools before student populations were separated as they
are now in campuses like LASA. And as a parent of two AISD students and a third who will go to
AISD schools soon, I believe that school integration is an incredibly important element in any
plan to deliver the kind of education that all students deserve.

As the district is undergoing its second set of school closures in the last few years and amidst
rapidly changing demographics, school attendance zones have not been revised substantially for
quite some time. As a result, many schools, even after this round of closures, have catchment
areas that simply do not have enough students to fill the building. Meanwhile, concentrated
economic and racial segregation set schools up for continued underperformance and failure.

I applaud the willingness of AISD leadership to start to address these school attendance zone
issues, and I want to encourage the board and superintendent to take into account issues like
school segregation as they continue. Texas Appleseed stands ready to support these efforts
going forward.
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