
The Texas labor market continues to set new records, achieving all-time highs for 
employment and the civilian labor force.1 With over 95% of Texans commuting by car, 
a valid driver's license is essential for their ability to get to work.2 Businesses rely on 
their employees having dependable transportation, and a valid driver’s license is a 
stronger predictor of employment than a high school diploma.3 

Under Texas law, criminal courts can impose holds on driver’s licenses for nonpayment 
of fines, court costs, and fees.4 Unlike suspensions resulting from unsafe driving, these 
debt-based holds punish individuals for their financial difficulties by stripping them of 
their legal driving privileges. Without a valid driver’s license, workers face challenges 
reaching job sites, interviews, or fulfilling work obligations.  

Bobby Britton Jr. is one of many workers affected by the FTAP program. Without his 
license, he struggles to maintain jobs as a courier and performer. He can’t drive to job 
sites, enter performance venues, or book hotels. Finding new work has been difficult, 
and even if he does find work, commuting is still a significant barrier to accessing the 
workplace.  

For Bobby, losing his driver’s license is more than just an inconvenience; it is a severe 
financial burden. He cannot secure stable employment without a valid driver’s license, 
making paying off his debts and getting his license back even harder.  

In Texas, small businesses account for 99.8% of all businesses in the state.5 Amongst 
these small business owners, more than 90% are in agreement that transportation is 
“vital” to the country’s workforce.6 Further, 70% agree that driver’s license restrictions 
due to unpaid fines and fees negatively impact their ability to hire employees who can 
consistently show up for work.7 Employers frequently view a valid driver’s license as a 
sign of responsibility, and an unreliable license can raise doubts about an employee’s 
ability to fulfill job duties, even when driving is nonessential to the role.8 Left with no 
other option (other than being unemployed), many workers continue to drive with a 
restricted license, increasing their risk of additional citations and fees.9  



A driver’s license has become an essential condition of employment in various 
occupations.10 Restricting licenses based on debt leads to job loss, which hurts the 
economy by decreasing spending.11 The total economic cost associated with drivers in 
Texas losing their licenses amounts to $5.76 billion annually.12 This ongoing cycle of 
financial instability not only exacerbates poverty but also negatively impacts society.  

Debt-based license holds criminalize poverty and perpetuate a cycle of financial 
instability. By penalizing individuals for their inability to pay fines and fees, these policies 
create significant barriers to employment. The current premise of the Failure to 
Appear/Pay Program is nonsensical, given that there is no significant difference in the 
amount collected per criminal case between municipal and JP courts that participate in 
the program and those that do not.13 On the contrary, data from more than 800 
municipal courts across Texas shows the average collection rate per case for courts 
using OmniBase to be $45.44 less than for courts not using the program.14 Join us in 
asking lawmakers to end debt-based license holds statewide and get people back 
on the road to financial prosperity. 
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